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Map of the U.S. Lead Mines, 1829 



WHATôS HAPPENING AROUND THE STATE ? 

ÅA new iron mine has been proposed in the western 

Gogebic Range, raising economic hopes and 

environmental and regulatory concerns. 

ÅMining companies are showing interest in new 

exploration of Cu-Zn massive sulfide deposits. 

ÅOne company began drilling on a gold prospect in 

eastern Marathon Co. 

ÅWestern Wisconsin is in the middle of a ñGold Rushò to 

develop sand mines to supply the hydrofrac sand for 

natural gas production 

 





EARLY MAP OF LAKE SUPERIOR IRON RANGES 



IRON RESOURCES 

OF WISCONSIN 

 

Locations in 

Wisconsin where 

iron reserves have 

been mined or are 

known to exist  

 

R.W. Marsden 

estimated the 

western Gogebic 

range contained  

up to 3.7 billion 

tons of ore  





WHAT DOES TACONITE 

IRON ORE LOOK LIKE? 

Banded iron formation 
originated as 
sedimentary rock. 

Red bands:  
iron-rich silica  
(chert or jasper) 

Gray bands:  
iron oxides (hematite 
or magnetite) 


